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Astronomy (ASTR)
Courses
ASTR 111P. The Solar System. 1 Unit.
An introduction to astronomy that highlights the observational
foundations for modern theories. Topics include motions of celestial
objects, eclipses, historical development, the nature of light,
telescopes, properties and evolution of the solar system. Mathematics
(computations and basic algebra) is used extensively throughout
the course in problem sets, laboratories and exams; the relevant
mathematical techniques are reviewed and practiced to aid students
who lack confidence in their mathematical skills. Weekly labs
emphasize the important role of observation and measurement in
improving understanding and validating theories. No prerequisites.
Offered every other year. Can be used as a Q course.

ASTR 112P. Stars, Galaxies, and Cosmology. 1 Unit.
An introduction to astronomy that highlights the observational
foundations for modern theories. Topics include the sun, stellar
properties, stellar evolution including black holes and neutron stars,
the Milky Way, galactic evolution, and the structure, history, and future
of the universe. Mathematics (computations and basic algebra) is
used extensively throughout the course in problem sets, laboratories
and exams; the relevant mathematical techniques are reviewed and
practiced to aid students who lack confidence in their mathematical
skills. Weekly labs emphasize the important role of observation and
measurement in improving understanding and validating theories. No
prerequisites. Offered every other year. Can be used as a Q course.


